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Cheryl and I were 
recently on a cruise 
in the Eastern Ca-

ribbean. Cruises offered by 
reputable lines aim to please 
you. Multiple dining experi-
ences are available offer-
ing every-
thing from 
hamburg-
ers to filet 
mignon. 
Desserts are 
abundant 
with each 
restaurant 
offering their specialties from 
the ordinary to the extraor-
dinary. Everywhere you turn 
the staff of the ship is anxious 
to please you. I decided that 
the aim of the cruise lines 
is to pamper you and we all 
could use a bit of that.

The most extraordinary 
thing about being on a mas-
sive ship with hundreds of 
other people is how small we 
all appear when compared to 
the vastness of the ocean. As 
I stood on the balcony out-
side our stateroom all I could 
see was water and more 
water. As Coleridge said, 
“Water, water everywhere 
but not a drop to drink.” 

See Pen on page 4

Pastor’s Pen

Are You a Fill Light?

In film, video, and photography when lighting a scene, there is normal-
ly a key light and a fill light. The fill light is the main light source, often 
pointed down at your subject. The fill light is normally on the opposite 

side and fills in the shadows created by the key light. The key light for our 
souls is God. John 8:12 (NIV) says this, almost verbatim: “… I am the 
light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.”

And while God’s light is bright enough to illuminate us alone, there 
are still shadows in our lives that could use a fill light — and that’s where 
we come in. It’s our duty to let people know about God’s love, help them 
when they are in need, and generally just be there for them.  God did not 
intend for us to make life’s journey alone. It is intended we be there for 
each other, as it says in Ecclesiastes 4:9-10, “Two are better than one, be-
cause they have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up 
his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another 
to lift him up!”  

See Light on page 2
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Sunrise at the beach by Amy McPherson.
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Daily crafts followed the theme, “Miracles of the New Testament” at this year’s 
Vacation Bible School. At right, even the snacks got in to the theme with this 

Teddy Graham in blue jello representing Jesus walking on water.

Light … continued
Continued from page 1

June Birthdays
2             Anne Young
5             Shirley Tart
7             Johnny Fonville
9             Elizabeth Jackson
12           Polly Jenks
14           Chris Barham
15           Denise Norton
16           Arlene Foster
23           Ryan Watkins
26           Randy Jackson
27           Bill Upton
28           Tommy Brown
29           Earl Creech
30           Teresa Doman

What can we do to be a fill light for others … to fill 
in shadows others may have in their lives? Sometimes 
it’s obvious; for example, if someone has recently had a 
death in the family, we can help with routine tasks they 
just aren’t up to at the present time. Sometimes it’s not 
as obvious which people have these shadows needing 
to be filled. In that case, maybe just a kind word, or just 
asking how things are going is what is needed to start 
filling in those shadows. Start looking for opportuni-
ties to be a fill light for someone today!

— Alan Watkins

May 1 – May 30, 2026

Tithes, Offerings and Memorials - $16,077.00
Budgeted/expected tithes - $13,592.43 

Actual expenditures - $14,546.94 (includes $1,300 
for non-budgeted Building and Grounds, Parsonage)

Budgeted expenditures - $13,609.94

— Craig P. Jackson, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report

Deacons
Frank Powell, Chairman	 919-604-1285

Johnny Ray, Vice Chairman	 919-740-7099

Alan Watkins, Secretary	 919-793-5548 

Craig Jackson	 919-306-5783

Danny Brafford	 919-369-4490

Our Ladies who attended our High Tea on May 17.

Our Deacons who hosted our Ladies High Tea on May 17.
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Pen … cont’
God planned it that way in the beginning. “Then God 
said, ‘Let the waters below the heavens be gathered 
into one place, and let the dry land appear;’ and it was 
so. God called the dry land earth, and the gathering 
of the waters He called seas; and God saw that it was 
good” (Genesis 1:9-10). God gathered the waters of 
the Caribbean together and formed San Juan and St. 
Thomas and the other land mass of the Eastern Carib-
bean. Standing on the balcony cruising the blue waters 
of the Caribbean I felt insignificant in the vast expanse 
of God’s creation. 

The Bible, however, tells us we are significant, 
created individually by God. He loves us. John 3:16 
authenticates our importance as God’s creation. The 
words, “For God so loved the world” are personal. 
They mean God loves us universally and individually. 
He loves his whole creation, all of it, mountains and 
oceans. But he also loves us individually. “For God so 
loved____;” fill in the blank with your name. 

What does God require from us for his love? He 
doesn’t need any of our material possessions. He owns 
it all. What he wants is our love for him. 

We love him first by accepting his Son as our Lord 
and Savior. Turning our lives over to Jesus Christ is the 
best we have to offer. Then we are to reveal that we be-
long to him by offering love, mercy and justice to other 
people. The prophet Micah in his little book in the Old 
Testament puts it succinctly: “He has showed you, O 

man, what is good. And what does the LORD require 
of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 
humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). Offering justice, 
loving others, freely giving mercy are the actions of the 
redeemed. All the other actions we deem appropriate 
as Christians, such as bringing our tithes and offerings 
to the church, showing up on Sundays for services are 
the predicate of the Christian life. The subject is to love 
God, love others and walk humbly with God. From the 
deck of an ocean liner viewing the vast expanse of the 
ocean or looking at a blue bird through the windows 
facing the backyard at home, I am reminded of the 
immensity of God’s love for me and to think that all he 
wants in return is to love him and love others and to 
“act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with 
him.”

Here’s another line from Coleridge’s The Rime of 
the Ancient Mariner: “He prayeth best, who loveth best 
/ All things both great and small.”

— Tom Jenkins


