What is your 3:16¢

f someone asked me to sum up the Bible with a single verse, I'd choose
I]ohn 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son,

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life”
(ESV). When I ask, “what is your 3:16?,” I'm asking how would you sum
up what you believe in or how you want to live your life in either a verse
or a few sentences.

There are lots of answers to this question, and some of those answers
may be contained in other Bible verses. For example, if you're good at
sharing the gospel with others, maybe your 3:16 resembles Matthew 4:19:
“... Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men” (KJ21). Perhaps you've
seen all the sin and corruption in the world, and your 3:16 is “... choose
for yourselves this day whom you will serve. ... But as for me and my
household, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15).

As I started writing this, I thought about what I was going to tell you
my 3:16 is, and I landed on 1 Corinthians 10:31 (I always remember the
chapter and verse number because 10-31 is Halloween!): “.. whatever
you do, do it all to the glory of God” (MEV). That’s a tough one to choose
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Celebrating
the Greatest
Gift

y heart overflows
with gratitude for
the Christmas cel-

ebrations at Falls, 2025.
The decora-
tions of the
church, the
music, wor-
ship servic-
es, fellowship
— all height-
ened our
celebrating
the birth of Christ. Christ-
mas is about the greatest gift
— God gave His Son, Jesus
Christ, the son of Mary, born
in Bethlehem. So important
was this event that it divided
time: before Christ and after
Christ, BC and AD.
Furthermore, you
reached out to Cheryl and
me with gifts, cards, kind
words, smiling faces and
Christian love. Thank you.
Now we are “off to the
races, ministry in a new year.
We began with the largest at-
tendance for our New Year’s
lunch we've had in my tenure
as your pastor. Our Fellow-
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Event Calendar

January 1 — New Year’s Covered Dish Luncheon
12 PM

January 5 — Deacons Meeting 7 PM

January 13 — Women’s Bible Study 7 PM

January 18 — Quarterly Church Conference
Noon

January 20 — Women’s Bible Study 7 PM
January 27 — Women’s Bible Study 7 PM
January 31 — Bingo and Hot Dogs! Noon
February 2 — Deacons Meeting 7 PM

February 3 — Women’s Bible Study 7 PM

Please pick up 2026
Offering Envelopes

embers should pick up their offering envelope

boxes in the vestibule if you have not already
done so. Please see Kevin Barham if you have any
questions.

Food Donations

We continue to collect food for Tri-Area Ministry
each month. Our participation makes an impor-
tant difference to helping families in need in our area.
Some items needed:
Peanut Butter, Jelly, Canned
Fruit, Canned Vegetables,
Spaghetti Sauce, Canned
Meat (tuna, chicken), Chef
Boyardee, Cereal, Grits, Rice,
Dried Beans, Oatmeal, Mac
‘n Cheese, Pasta / Noodles,
Crackers, Canned Soup.

TRI-AREA MINISTRY
FOOD PANTRY

Treasurer’s Report

December 1/25 — December 31/25

Tithes and Memorials - $15,249.00
Budgeted/expected tithes - $12,175.16

Other income:

Parsonage -$750.00 (Oct. rent)
Memorials- $775.00

Lottie Moon -1,525.00

NC Children’s Home - $170.00

Actual expenditures - $15,455.85
(includes $4,253.47 in plumbing repairs)
Budgeted expenditures - $12,175.09

— Craig P. Jackson, Treasurer

Let’s Make A Joyful Noise!

cripture tells us in Psalm 100 verses one and two:

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. Serve
the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with
singing.

Don'’t use the excuse you can’t sing — most of us
can’t sing, but that doesn't stop us from making a joyful
noise to the Lord.

Falls Baptist Church Choir needs you to help us
make that joyful noise. We're gaining new members —
come be part of it! New voices are always welcome!

January Birthdays

1 Elizabeth Colcord
3 Courtney Mayerick
7 Matthew Looper

8 Jessica Jackson
10 Linwood Barham
13 Sara Powell

13 Sandra Brown

15 Joey Groves
19 Phil Colcord
20 Frank Powell
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Ladies Bible Study

adies ... join us for a study of the Book of Proverbs

“The Way of Wisdom.” This is an eight week study
taught by six different teachers Jen Wilkin, Ruth Chou
Simons, Kelly Minter,
Adrienne Camp,
Elizabeth Woodson,
and Courtney Doctor.

We will meet
each Tuesday evening
beginning January
13th through March
3rd from 7:00 pm
until 8:30 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. Each
week we will discuss
the chapter together
and watch a video for
each weeK’s lesson.

This is a great opportunity to get to know other la-
dies in the church through sharing and studying God’s
word together.

A sign-up sheet is available in the vestibule. You
can designate on the sign up if you need a book and we
will make sure you have one by the 13th. If you would
like to purchase your book ahead of time, it is available
through Lifeway and Amazon.

We look forward to seeing you January 13th at 7:00
pm at Falls Baptist Church. Arrive a few minutes early
to grab a light refreshment and enjoy the fellowship
together.

ILIZTARETE WOOOEOM
GuETREY EETOE

— Elizabeth Colcord

Continued from page 1

What is ... continued

as my 3:16, because, as a sinner, I consistently fail at
it. However, just because we fail, doesn’t mean we
shouldn’t keep trying.

One of the things a lot of people don’t understand
is that as Christians, we know we aren’t perfect (see
Romans 3:23), and that’s OK. Jesus said He didn’t come
for people who are perfect, but for sinners like you and
me (Luke 5:32).

So what is YOUR 3:16? Think about that as we
begin this new year and throughout the year, see how
well you're living up to your choice.

— Alan Watkins

Thank You

wanted to take a moment to thank each one of you
and the people in your circles who helped make
Christmas meaningful and possible for the families
we care for through your Christmas gift sponsorship.
Please share my gratitude on behalf of each family with
each person in your group who helped make it possible.

Because of you, there were gifts under the tree and
presents which reflected each child’s wishes. Thank you
for sharing your time to shop, your financial generos-
ity to purchase toys and clothing, and most of all, your
willing hearts to give out of your love for Christ and
His command to love one another, especially those in
need.

I wish you could have seen the faces of the families
as they picked up their gifts or had them delivered.
Each mom expressed such relief and joy seeing the
beautifully wrapped presents. Several were even sur-
prised to see their own name on a gift tag, a small but
powerful reminder that they are seen and cared for.
Many of the moms never receive gifts.

My prayer is that each of you had a wonderful
Christmas, taking time to recognize the gift of Jesus
and the ways we can carry that gift throughout the year
and not just on Christmas, through how we love, see,
and serve others.

Cynthia Thelen, Executive Director
Caring Connections Ministry
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Talk to God about your anxieties

Anxiety is a species of fear. It's the paralyzing fear
of “what if” It’s the fear that something we dread
might possibly come true.

There’s only one solution to anxiety: the assurance
everything is going to be okay.

But the world gives us no such assurances. We find
ourselves surrounded by myriad real dangers result-
ing in an endless list of “what if.” It's no wonder human
beings are so afflicted with anxiety. And our anxieties
only increase our misery by adding countless imagined
dangers to the very real ones in front of us.

Antidote to Anxiety

But God. God the Son stepped into this dangerous,
demonic world, where even man’s greatest efforts to
ensure safety are ultimately and decidedly defeated by
death. And when he did, he made the most audacious
claim ever uttered by human lips: for every person who
believes in him, everything is going to be ultimately,
gloriously, eternally, inexpressibly, wonderfully okay
(John 3:16; 11:25-26). Then to demonstrate the real-
ity of his claim, and therefore its trustworthiness, he
decidedly defeated death and announced “all authority
in heaven and on earth” had been given to him (Mat-
thew 28:18).

With this authority, he says to everyone who
believes in him, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anx-
ious about your life” (Luke 12:22). Jesus — and all the

promises that are now Yes in him (2 Corinthians 1:20)
— is the antidote to anxiety. What he accomplishes
for us and promises to us is the ultimate triumph over
all that terrifies us. He does not promise us escape
from misery in this world. He promises he will re-
deem every misery (Romans 8:28), and that in him we
will overcome the worst the world can do to us (John
16:33; Romans 8:35-39).

Your anxieties talk to you. Don't talk back to them.
Talk to God.

—SermonCentral.com

Greatest ... cont’

ship Hall was filled with people and food. We enjoyed
laughter, great conversation and remembrances of
Christmases past and hope for Christmases to come.

I began writing this article on New Year’s Day —
2026 has descended on us. Someone asked me what I
would wish for Falls Baptist Church for the New Year.
Some pastors would respond — more people and more
money. My wish is we grow in our love for Christ and
for each other. It seems to me if we love Christ like we
should and we love each other as we love ourselves the
numbers and the money will be provided.

God bless you with many examples of his grace in
2026.

— Tom Jenkins

Salls Baptist Church

% To Know Christ and Make Him Known
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9700 Fonville Road

Wake Forest, NC 27587
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Dr. Tom Jenkins, Pastor
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